decades of the twentieth century, tended not to recognize "the value and importance of the diplomatic service" largely because "its work is carried on quietly and usually without the knowledge of the public," often through "unobtrusive or secret methods."
5 Yet, as career diplomat Huntington Wilson noted in 1906, "The diplomatic service . . . is the eyes and ears of our Government in our foreign affairs." As one scholar has observed about this time period, "decision makers in Washington relied on the overseas legations and embassies for current foreign information."
6 The Foreign Service establishment therefore understood that formal diplomatic negotiations must be complemented by what one Foreign Service officer described as "the process of friendly, informal negotiation" and relied on the Americans staffing those embassies and legations to establish "friendly social relations with official and private circles." 7 We might just as easily refer to many of these modes and methods of communication and information gathering as "gossip." US Foreign Service professionals also recognized gossip's potential as an internal mode of communication within the professional diplomatic community, fostering relationships, fomenting professional competition, and providing much-needed information about job security, promotion, and transfers.
Until recently, gossip too often has been overlooked by scholars who considered it to be "too imprecise for official purposes," or "personal, trivial, [and] female." 8 However, scholars in a variety of disciplines now recognize, for example, that "gossip has long been useful to politics" and are in the process of, as Lorraine Code writes, "reclaiming the value of gossip from its habitual denigration as merely an idle female pursuit." 9 US Foreign Service professionals especially appreciated gossip's "off-the-record quality" and recognized then, as scholars recognize now, "the meaning and significance of gossip and rumor as a form of communication" with a variety of practical uses.
10
In fact, the US Foreign Service depended upon an informal network of information gathering and communication to define diplomatic roles for both men and women and helped everyone in the Foreign Service do their jobs more effectively, more enjoyably, and more confidently.
Gossip in the Diplomatic Corps
At the turn of the twentieth century, many American officials believed that a growing American presence in the world-especially after the Spanish American War of 1898 left the United States with territorial possessions in the Caribbean and the Pacific-required
